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135 Attend Epilepsy “Stigma” Conference

Epilepsy Resource Connection , in partnership with the Via Christi Com-
prehensive Epilepsy Center, hosted the free conference, “Brain Storms:
Bringing Epilepsy Stigma Out of the Shadows,” on Saturday, Nov. 4 at Via
Christi’s St. Francis Campus in Wichita. 135 persons—primarily epilepsy
patients, caregivers, and family members—as well as health profession-
als attended the conference. The first patient-oriented epilepsy confer-
ence in Kansas; the day was focused on overcoming the stigma that
people with epilepsy face on a daily basis because of society’s intoler-
ance.

The conference drew attendees from as far north as Kansas City, and
as west as Moscow, KS. Speakers included Senator Susan Wagle, epi-
leptologist, Kore Liow, MD, and other area physicians that focus on epi-
lepsy patients in their practice.

Patient presenter, Amy Seim, shared her story and courage.
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Thank You! to these individuals and organiza-

tions
*Kore Liow, MD *Colette Deeds-Conner
Larry P. Schumacher, CEO Via Christi *Bryan Griffin
Senator Susan Wagle *Amy Seim
\) Angelia M. Paschal, PhD, MEd *Michael Webb
b Inna D’Empaire, MD Linda McCurry
° ht 5 :30 p. m. Kari Livermore, Cyberonics Stacey Griffin
}L& Bonnie Weber, UCB Pharma Jana Bleakley
Dan Moratto, Via Christi *Matthew Fullerton
O\)&’ TueSday, Maria Loving, Via Christi Kevin Fish
/‘ December 1 2 Connie Ben.ge, Via CI?risﬁ *Mqrfy'Ro'rhweII .
Greg Laveist, Novartis Planning Committee

Debra Josephs, The Anita Kaufmann Foundation

Join us for our annual tour of the finest holiday
lights in the community. Dinner begins at 5:30p.m.
WEe’'ll load the bus depart for the tour is at 6:15p.m.

2919 West Second Street
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Please RSVP by December 7 (943-1191)

for a plate and a seat!
(and parking directions)

Attendees listen to Dr. Paschal’s presentation.



Positive results for new seizure medication

The pharmaceutical company UCB has reported positive results after

testing two new epilepsy drugs. UCB said its
r franchise of epilepsy medication would be
strengthened by the Phase Il clinical data on the
two drugs, brivaracetam and seletracetam.
committed to epilepsy UCB hopes to make brivaracetam available

before the patent for its current anti-epileptic
drug Keppra ends in 2009. Seletracetam, the company says, may take
longer to develop. ¢ EriLEPSY AcTiON

ch Pharma

Topiramate increases risk of kidney stones

Researchers at the University of Southwestern Texas Medical Center
have discovered that topiramate, a drug commonly
prescribed to treat seizures, can increase the risk of
kidney stones. {Topiramate is commonly sold under
the brand name Topamax.}

32 people already being treated with topiramate and 50 other volun-
teers enrolled in the study. Their blood and urine were tested for risk of
kidney stones. 7 other patients were assessed for risk before taking
topiramate and three months afterwards.

The researchers found that taking topiramate on a long-term basis —
for around a year or more — increased the acidity of urine and lowered
the levels of urine citrate, making it easier for kidney stones to form.
The study appears in the October issue of the American Journal of Kid-
ney Diseases. ¥EpPiLEPSY ACTION
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Bringing Epilepsy
Stigma out of

Via Christi CEO, Larry Schumacher,
the Shadows

addressed the impact of epilepsy in the
community.

Adult Epilepsy Support Group
Meets Second Tuesday of Month, 6:30 PM « 2919 W. 2nd Street, Wichita

Nov. 8th: “Stress & Seizure Triggers”
Dec. 12th: ERC Lights TOUR & Dinner

Your email address
helps save us money in
distributing this newsletter!

The Arc of Sedgwick County
2919 West Second Street
Wichita, Kansas 67203
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“Need to Work” Keeps Individuals with
Uncontrolled Seizures Behind the Wheel
According to researchers from the University of Flor-
ida, nearly 1 in 5 people with poorly controlled sei-
zures drive despite the risks, because they consider it
$ the only way they can get to work.

Study co-author Dr. Ramon Bautista, an assistant pro-

fessor of neurology at the University's College of

Medicine, said, "I thought the statistics would be lower
than that and was surprised that so many with poorly controlled epi-
lepsy continue to drive."

"This has always been a problem for epilepsy patients because
driving serves both a social and a practical purpose. And if motorists
with epilepsy are caught driving when they're not supposed to be,
their license can be taken away," he said. "We fail to consider the
more pragctical things — like how they're going to get to work,"
Bautista said.

"These folks are not bad folks. They're not (driving) because they
want to hurt someone. They're doing it because they need to work,"
he said. The study appears in the current issue of Epilepsy & Behav-
ior.
In Kansas, state law requires a person who has experienced a sei-
zure, to be seizure free for 6 months before they can legally resume
driving. ¢ EPiLEPSY ACTION

Dr. Liow with Kansas Epilepsy professionals and patient advocates.

CybeI'OIﬁ("js" host a monthly luncheon
4 presentation on
.'a" , VNS Therapy®
11:30 - 12:30
ViaChristi Third Wednesday of the month

Comprehensive Epilepsy Center

RSVP is required to attend. (316) 268-8562
Via Christi St. Francis Hospital in Wichita
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