Release date:  November 1, 2007
Request for Proposals

Legacy of Hope Endowment Disbursements

Due 4:30 pm Friday December 14, 2007
The Arc of Sedgwick County is accepting proposals for programs and projects to be funded from the Legacy of Hope Endowment in 2008.  Funding will be made available in March 2008 from the annual Endowment distribution.

Proposals will be evaluated by The Arc’s Allocation Committee, and recommendations approved by the Board of Directors no later than the regular March 2008 Board Meeting. 
Applicants should refer to Endowment Policies and Guidelines when writing and submitting their proposals.  These policies and guidelines are published at http://www.arc-sedgwickcounty.org/LegacyOfHope.html.
To qualify for funding, proposals must meet and will be evaluated on the following criteria.

a) Proposals must be submitted by Arc staff, board, or member;  

b) Proposed programs must accommodate the Arc’s mission and serve Arc clients;
c)  Endowment funds are intended to further the Arc’s mission and serve clients in a broad manner.  Fund disbursements will be allocated to programs or projects meeting these primary goals and will not be considered available for the direct use of any individual’s personal financial needs.

d) Funding may go to a partnership of agencies, as long as The Arc is included in the partnership project;
e) Proposals must be submitted for review to the Allocation Committee prior to 5:00 pm on December 14, 2007, through the Executive Director of The Arc or his/her Executive Assistant; 

f) Proposals must be supported by a clear statement of purpose and meet a documented community need; 

g) Proposed programs must be consistent with the areas of emphasis as listed in this Request for Proposals;
h) Proposals must include an Executive Summary of no more than 500 words.  The Executive Summary must include the amount of funding requested and a description of the program.  This summary will be forwarded to the Board of Directors by the Allocation Committee, along with the Allocation Committee’s recommended level of funding. 

i) Proposals must include a detailed proposed budget; 
j) Proposals must include expectations of program results;  

k) Proposals must include the name and contact information for the project administrator; 

l) Proposals must include a timeline for the project with a start date after March 2008 and a target completion date.  
m) If the project requires on-going funding, proposal must include plans for future funding after the first year;
n)  If supplemental sources of funding will be sought for the proposed program, the proposal must include a list of the prospective funding partners.
o) If accepted for funding, the project must include a mid-point progress report as well as a final success report presented to the Board. 
Areas of emphasis for 2008 funding:

Areas of emphasis include new programs recommended as the outcome of The Arc’s 2007 strategic planning process, or any project documented in a survey of community needs.

Also, the areas of emphasis for 2008 funding continue to follow the priorities set in the original 2003 proposal to the Wichita Community Foundation.   Projects described in the 2003 proposal include:

· Assist with employment opportunities for clients; 
· Annual survey of clients and families, possibly coordinated with other local agencies, to determine future needs;

· Data base of client demographics, coordinated with other local agencies;
· Donor data base;
· Professional, high-quality fundraising materials;
· Build and support a network of professional advisors for family counseling, financial planning, and legal services;

· Website development;

· Program evaluation.

